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to build an appreciation of Kilmacurragh for
diverse new audiences and visitors. The story of
Kilmacurragh is one that deserved to be told,
where its heroes can be celebrated, from the Acton
family founders right up to the present day, when
its restoration has been achieved thanks to the
vision of the Oftice of Public Works (OPW) and
an army of dedicated staft of the National Botanic
Gardens. The author has my admiration and
thanks, that we can now enjoy the garden not only
by visiting but also by reading her fine book.

My very first visit to Kilmacurragh was in
2005, shortly after my appointment as Director of
the National Botanic Gardens in Glasnevin. I knew
very little about the garden then, except that it had
come through some desperately difficult times of
neglect until its ‘rescue’ by the OPW in 1996 as a
satellite garden for the National Botanic Gardens.
This was acknowledged as probably its last hope
for survival. Growing up as a teenager in County
Wicklow, as a family we would often visit some of
the other great gardens of the region, particularly
Mount Usher and Powerscourt. I had never even
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succumbed under acres and acres of weeds—
brambles and laurels and much more besides.

In the ‘new era’ for Kilmacurragh, head
gardener Paul Norton transferred down from
Glasnevin to begin the ‘rediscovery’. Slowly the
secrets were revealed. After several years Paul
returned to Glasnevin, many heroic tasks completed.
Seamus O’Brien took his place and, together with
his small, dedicated, energetic and enthusiastic team,
continued the restoration. On every visit I made,
Seamus would take justifiable pride in pointing out
his latest discovery. One week it might be a lost
rhododendron tree revealed from the undergrowth.
His research would show that it had been grown
from seed collected in the Himalayas by Sir Joseph
Hooker of Kew in the 1840s or 1850s. On the next
visit it might be a long-lost pathway, some buried
steps or a trickling stream or ferny folly. Another
time an old story might be told of the connections
between the original owners, the Acton family, and
their friends and collaborators at Glasnevin, most
notably its former director, Sir Frederick Moore. A
remarkable range of rare and sometimes unique
specimens remained, collected by some of the
world’s greatest plant-hunters, their names almost a
lexicon of those who created the suite of plants we
grow in our temperate gardens today: Frank
Kingdon-Ward, William Lobb, Joseph Hooker, E.H.
Wilson, Augustine Henry, George Forrest—the list
goes on.










































